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Cause Analysis and Policy Suggestion on Fish Death Accident in Dongting Lake
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Abstract We did preliminary investigation on the causes of fish death accident occurred in Lu Lake, one of the small
lakes in East Dongting Lake, through inquiry of local fishermen and govemment, field monitoring, sample collection and
lab analysis. The results showed that oxygen deficiency in the water caused by the decomposition of organic matter is the
primary cause accounting for this accident. The source of high amount of organic matter includes sewage discharge from
paper mill and litter in the non-flood season as well as organic debris brought by flooding. Furthermore, oversized scale
and high density of aquaculture and special developmental stage of fishes are also one of the causes for the accident. we
provided policy advices to avoid the occurrence of similar accidents.
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